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School Expansion 
Update
 
 When Immaculate Heart of Mary School 
begins its 2022-2023 academic year the new ad-
dition will still be under construction. We patient-
ly await moving to more spacious classrooms, 
especially since the present building seems to 
shrink as it fills with desks and students! As we 
come closer to finishing the building, the re-
moval of pipes and boilers is causing the facility 
to shuffle rooms around. Students will arrive to 
some changes, such as lockers in the lunchroom 
and digging in the front yard and parking lot.

 Despite the heat of the summer and a busy summer camp schedule, the Brothers have made impressive progress 
over the past months, such as putting metal roofing on the porch, installing septic tanks and beginning the retaining 
walls around the building. The rough plumbing, heating and HVAC units, are just about finished and the air exchange 
ducts are installed throughout. Kitchen exhaust hoods and duct work is moving along. We are still waiting for the wire 
for the main pulls and the inside wiring is about half finished. The next step is to take out the old furnace from the 
original school and switch over to the new system which should be firing up mid-September! Two new 1,000-gallon 
propane tanks have been installed in the meantime. 

 One setback, though – it looks like 
the septic field has failed and we may 
have to install a whole new field! So 
that’s ten steps forward and two steps 
back. Not bad. We know that our 
prayers to Our Lady will not fail … 
and you can help her by making a do-
nation to support the hard work of the 
Brothers and speed along the prog-
ress! God will bless you for whatever 
you can give!
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Left: The Expansion Project as seen 
from the west shows the obvious need for 
the retaining walls.



From The CenTer2

Morning Star Girls 
Camps
 Morning Star Camp for Catholic Girls had four won-
derful weeks at our Montfort facility this summer. Start-
ing in June and ending in July, our 41-year-old program 
provided four one-week sessions filled with memories for 
over 400 girls this summer. Emphasis on being Catholic in 
all things, Mass, prayer, and religious instruction, are the 
most important activities of the day.

 In our arts and crafts program for the older campers, 
we teach the girls ceramics, leather craft, embroidery, and 
beading, among other specialties. Each Sister-instructor is an 

A happy Ceramics Class above, and the 
Leather Craft Class below.

Teen Week Campers are enrolled in the Brown Scapular on the 
feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Campers enjoy “Puli Sticks” as one of the musical 
activites for the regular camp programs.
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expert in her field with many years of experience. Also, 
our music program opens wide a variety of undiscovered 
talents in the girls.

 For the older campers, guest speakers, daily lectures 
in Catholic responsible leadership, along with first-aid 
classes, provide the girls with skills needed to navi-
gate our very unchristian society. Morning Star is not a 
YMCA alternative. We are seriously Catholic.

Whether it’s singing at the campfire (above), weaving on 
an Inkle Loom (left) attending a scenic Catechism class 

(bottom left) or taking a turn in our fishing boat (below) or 
attending Leadership Camp (bottom right), Catholic girls just 

can’t seem to get enough of Morning Star!

Morning Star Idaho   Returning to Idaho again this year, three Sisters MICM 
conducted an extension of the Morning Star Camp program at Saint 

Joan of Arc Parish in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. 
Preceding the overnight camp, a 4-day camp 
at the parish for younger children brought 
the Faith to life with a variety of age-appro-
priate activities. 
 Then the Sisters traveled to an overnight fa-
cility for older campers where they brought 
their “To Jesus through Mary” spirit to all of 
the activities. It was a wonderful Faith-filled 
experience for all the attendees and exhila-
rating for the Sisters.
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Montfort Boys 
& Youth Camps
 The 2022 Montfort Boys Summer 
Camps at Montfort Retreat concluded 
in August. The young today desperately 
need to break away from our Godless 
world and experience the beauty that sur-
rounds us in nature, in the mountains of 
New Hampshire. This is what Montfort 
Boys and Youth Camps are all about!

 It’s encouraging for 
boys to meet others 
who are striving for 
virtue; they are not 
alone. The best and 
most memorable fun 
is free from sin and 
temptation. 

 At Montfort Boys 
Camp, we teach boys 
to live in the state of 

grace; a challenge that needs to be met head-on with enthusiasm 
and courage. 

 The good news is that the response of the campers shows 
that they love it! There were so many applicants this year that the 
Brothers added a third week for the first time!

Montfort Boys Camp (above) and Youth Retreat start the day with 
prayer and raising the flag.
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Montfort Camp Idaho
 When Montfort Boys Camp at our facility 
ended, four Brothers flew out to direct a fourth 
week at a camp in Donnelly, Idaho. 

 The camp was organized by Chris & Megan 
Cheek, whose children had attended IHM, at an 
overnight facility on beautiful Lake Cascade. 
The program was an extension of Montfort 
Camp providing all activities centered on the 
importance of the Faith.

Faith, formation, friends… and all things boy. Montfort 
Camps wrapped up the 2022 sessions with a full gamut 

of prayer, daily devotions, sports, fishing, target shooting, 
archery, water sports and so much more.
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Sister Maria Veronica, 
Novice
 On the feast of Our Lady of Fatima, May 13, 2022, the Sisters 
MICM welcomed Marie Cote into the two-year novitiate! During the 
simple ceremony at the end of Mass, Marie received the habit and white 
veil of a Novice and a new name in religion. She is now known as Sister 
Maria Veronica, taking for her patroness the woman who offered a cloth 
to Jesus so He could wipe His Holy Face on the way to crucifixion. 

 Sister is the oldest of David and Rebecca Cote’s twelve children. A 
native of Rhode Island, she became acquainted with the Sisters MICM 
through the Morning Star Camp programs which she attended as a 
camper and counselor. Please keep Sister Maria Veronica in your prayers 
as she begins her formation in preparation for First Vows. 

Sister Maria Veronica helps campers with 
crafts at Morning Star Camp 2022.

From the 
HouseTops Online!
 We recently launched, under 
the patronage of Our Lady, an elec-
tronic version of “From the House-
Tops” magazine. It is free and a real 
treasure for enriching your love and 
knowledge in the Catholic Faith. 
Don’t wait… Sign up now while 
you still can at:

FromtheHousetops.com

Return of the Alumni
    It was such a joy 
to have some alumni 
visit this summer! All 
grown up with fami-
lies of their own! 

    We were happy to 
meet Megan (Fraser) 
Prezzia, class of 2000, 
her husband Paul and 
their three children as 
well as Nicole (Luca) 

De Lisle, also class of 2000, her husband Joe, and their two children. 

 While the Sisters were at 
camp, the Brothers enjoyed a 
visit from Katelin (Beer) Alcan-
tara, class of 2003, her husband 
Victor and their six children, and 
Kristina (Beer) Brennan, class of 
2005, her husband Christopher 
and their two children. 

 Also, former students though 
not graduates, Timothy Beer 
visited with his wife Morgan and 
three children. Later in the sum-
mer Chascity (Bonczkiewicz) 
Monroe, her husband Leo and 
their two children, stopped by to 
visit. It was so nice seeing these 
beautiful families, who have 
been a part of our lives.
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Pilgrimage of Reparation
 The Brothers MICM joined the Crusaders Men’s Group for a Pilgrimage of 
Reparation in May. The group of fathers, sons, and Brothers, walked 21 miles 
in 8 hours, beginning at IHM Chapel at Saint Benedict Center, and climaxing at 
the top of Mount Wachusett. The group prayed along the way… despite some 
rainy weather! At the summit 
Father Becker blessed and 
consecrated the State of Mas-
sachusetts to the Sacred Heart 
and the reign of Christ the 
King! Now we are looking 
forward to seeing some big 
changes here in New Eng-
land!

Woodworking 101
 This academic year Brother Gerard, MICM, will be teaching the second year of Woodshop elective at Saint John 
Bosco Woodshop for Junior and Senior IHM boys. “It is important to learn to use your hands to build something;” 
Brother commented, “there is the satisfaction of seeing a project complete, a project that will outlast you. With the 
lack of tradesmen, we need to train, and try to restore an interest in the trades.”

 The small but mighty class of 2022, polished off some impressive projects while learning new skills. An Adiron-
dack chair and table set were completed and raffled at the Fall Bazaar 
fund-raiser and were followed by some smaller projects.

 But what got everyone’s attention was the grand finale project of 
a trophy case for MacIsaac Hall! Since the hall/gym opening in 2017, 

there has been a blank space 
in the vestibule awaiting 
the case. This year the IHM 
Woodworkers made it happen. 

 The 81-inch tall by 90-inch 
long case made of quarter-
sawn red oak –100% from 
the monastery sawmill – took 
approximately three months 
to complete. The glass panels 
and shelving were in place just 
in time to light up the project 
for the 2022 Commencement 
Exercises. The class members, 
and Brother Gerard, all signed 
their names to the beautiful 
piece that will witness their 
skills and hard work for years 
to come.

Above: Pilgrims at the summit of Mount Wachusett. Right, Brother Patrick 
Joseph shares a reflection along the way.

Above: Brother Gerard, second from left, 
and his 2022 woodshop class.

Right: The new trophy case in the vestibule 
of MacIsaac Hall.
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Rest in Peace
James L. Gaskell, 95, 
passed into eternity on June 
5, 2022. “Jim” and his wife 
Gwen lived just up the hill 
from the Montfort Camp 
facility, and over the years 
became good friends of the 

Brothers and Sisters. Jim was a man of many 
talents, a WWII veteran, clerk for the head 
of the US Senate, teacher, scoutmaster, and 
expert gardener, to mention just a few. He be-
came interested in the Faith through friendship 
with the Community, and after much study, 
received the sacrament of Baptism a few years 
ago. May he rest in peace.

Mary Anderson, 23, passed 
away in a sudden and tragic 
death on July 19, 2022. The 
daughter of Sheila and Marc 
(†2007) Anderson of Still 
River, MA, Mary was an 
alumna of IHM School along 

with her three siblings. She will be missed 
by her family, friends and the Saint Benedict 
Center community. Rest in peace, Mary.

Faithful Forever: 
Legacy Giving
 Bequests, or gifts made through an individual’s estate, 
have helped the expansion of the various apostolates of Saint 
Benedict Center. The chapel at Montfort Retreat in New 
Hampshire was a result of a bequest of a friend who knew us 
through our magazine, “From the HouseTops.” The Sisters’ 
convent was built in large part from several smaller be-
quests. MacIsaac Hall high school, and gym, likewise, were 
helped along in various stages of construction by friends far 
and near who wanted to leave a legacy that would support 
Traditional Catholicism and Traditional Catholic Education. 
The expansion will continue in proportion to the support of 
friends and individuals who love the Faith as it was handed 
down through the ages.

 The Saint Benedict Legacy Society of the Slaves of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary is a diverse group of our friends 
and benefactors who want to see our mission’s success far 
into the future. They do this through various bequests such as 
stocks, bonds, cash, property, life insurance, and other gifts.

 When you let us know about your intended bequest or 
other planned gift, you are invited to enjoy the benefits of 
membership in the Saint Benedict Legacy Society. In thanks-
giving, we recognize each member through:
 • A Mass on the First Sunday of each month celebrated 
  in the Traditional Latin Form for members (living & 
  deceased) and their intentions
 • Listing in a book to remain at the altar in Immaculate 
  Heart of Mary Chapel
 • A remembrance in the prayers and Rosaries of the 
  Brothers and Sisters
 • Lifetime reception of our Magazine and Newsletter
 • A Traditional Requiem Mass upon death

 The easiest and most common form of deferred gift is a 
charitable bequest in your will or living trust. We urge you to 
consult a lawyer. He will want to know our official title and 
tax identification number given here.

 We are incorporated in the state of Massachusetts and 
our legal title is:

Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary of 
Saint Benedict Center, Inc.

 We are tax exempt and donors may make tax-deductible 
contributions under 501(c)3 of the IRS code.

Our EIN is 22-2481408

This painting of Our Lady of Czestochowa was a 
surprise gift from Tim Duff. It belonged to his late 
mother, who had it painted for her home. Not only is it a 
stunning treasure of art but a beautiful devotion. It will 
be hung in the new addition of IHM school.


