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Novitiate

On March 19 two postulants entered the novitiate,
joining Sister Bridgid Mary as novices of the Slaves of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary.
Sr. Bridgid Mary, who has already completed her first
year of novitiate formation grew up on a farm in Vermont and
is the seventh of nine children. Sister entered the community
on December 8, 2002, after much discernment and having
worked with the Sisters at Morning Star Camp. Growing up
in a large family with five sisters made her transition to community life easy. A great love for the Faith had been fostered
by her family; it was not unusual to see her father saying
the rosary while doing his farm chores. Of course, the Latin
Mass was an integral part of her attraction to religious life.
“This is the Mass of the Saints. Attending it,” she added,
“we felt part of a bigger, stronger and fuller Faith, the Faith
we were raised to live and die in.” Sisterʼs parents, who now
The novices: Sr. Magdalen Marie, Sr. Brigid Mary and Sr.
live in Ireland, have been able to attend both her postulant
Martina Marie with their Novice Mistress, Sr. Agnes Mary.
and novitiate ceremonies!
Sr. Magdalen Marie, the oldest of six children, is
from Littleton, Massachusetts. Sister began her postulancy on August 22, 2003 after having graduated from IHM School in June. Sister felt her vocation grow during her years as a student at Immaculate Heart of Mary School surrounded and taught by the Sisters. “Just being around them increased
my longing to become a Slave of Our Lady with
them.” Of course her vocation was also encouraged
by her family who willingly supported their eldest
daughterʼs decision. “The vocation to the religious
state,” Sister Magdalen observes, “is the total sacrifice of oneself to God, and what better way is there
to do this than through Our Ladyʼs hands—as her
slave.”
Sister Martina Marie was born in El Paso,
Texas, of Mexican and Spanish descent. The
youngest of two children, she felt drawn to
religious life and began searching in 1996. In
Sr. Brigid Mary cut the cake
the year 2000, by the grace of God, she discovafter receiving the white veil on
ered the Latin Mass. Sister Martina feels that
May 31, 2003. Sister has already
Above: Sr. Martina Marie (left) and Sr.
“the traditional Latin Mass was the reason my
completed one year as a novice.
vocation flourished through the special graces it
Magdalen Marie (right) are congratulated
gives because of the sacred preservation of this
by friends and family after receiving their
Holy Sacrifice.” Just last year she was led to Saint Benedict Center and after spending a
white veils on the feast of St. Joseph.
vocation discernment week with the Sisters, she entered in October. “What attracted me
here,” Sister Martina said, “was the true and deep devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of God, the preservation of the traditional way of religious life and the reverence and submission given to the Vicar of Christ,
John Paul II, our Pope.”
The Sisters have chosen as patrons: St. Bridgid of Kildaire, St. Mary Magdalene and St. Martin De Porres.
Please pray for their perseverance.
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Our Lady of Fatima in Still River

From The Center

Our Lady of Fatima first appeared in Still River in 1974,
when the late Brother Hugh MacIsaac erected a beautiful shrine on
the front yard of St. Pius X House. Since then a large forsythia hedge
hid her from public and the once small evergreens enveloped her in
an almost leafy cave.
But she was not meant to remain in obscurity! On Saturday,
May 1, the month dedicated to the Blessed Mother, Our Lady of
Fatima left her hidden recess and moved to the front of the Gift Shop,
visible to travelers on Route 110. The marble statue was scrubbed,
revealing its radiant elegance and then the Brothers remounted her on
the original sandblasted cascading fountain base. Two tall evergreens
stand sentinel on either side. The presence of Mary in this roadside
shrine adds yet another echo to the phrase of St. Louis De Montfort,
De Mariam numquam satis; “Of Mary there is never enough!”
Br. Anthony Marie stands beside the beautiful new shrine on
the front yard of the Brotherʼs house and Gift Shop.

First Annual Communion Breakfast for Third Order Members

On Saturday, April 24, the month dedicated to the Holy Eucharist, the First Annual Communion Breakfast of the Third Order,
MICM, was held.  As a body, the members attended the 8:30 AM Mass and received Holy Communion, which was the first order of
the day. The men and ladies wore their sashes that distinguish them as MICM tertiaries and portray their unity which is embodied in
the Third Order. These sashes are blessed and presented at the consecration and initiation of an applicant into the Third Order. They
are worn with thanksgiving to Our Lord and devotion to Our Lady. The sash is
to the Third Order member what the habit is to the religious but is worn only on
certain designated occasions. The Communion Breakfast was one of those special
occasions.
Immediately following the Mass, the group assembled in the Garden Room
at the Bull Run Restaurant in Shirley, Massachusetts, just a short drive from Still
River. Seated at linen draped tables, the members partook of an enjoyable and delicious meal. With appetites appeased and thirsts slaked, the attention turned to Br.
Matthew, MICM, who adeptly provided the group with spiritual food for thought
and some practical advice as well.
Brotherʼs talk centered on Our Lord in the Holy
Eucharist and the most effective ways to receive Him,
as practiced by the saints. He especially cited St. Louis
Marie de Montfortʼs method that employs the excellent
benefits of invoking Our Lady to assist us in preparing
for her Son.
With regards to the role of the laity in the Church,
according to Br. Matthew, assistance has been givBr. Matthew delivered an inspiring talk
en by laymen to missionaries and other apostolates
to the Third Order members at the First
throughout the ages. Expressing appreciation, he spoke
Annual Communion Breakfast.
specifically about the value of the Third Order to the
Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in promoting the apostolate of the Saint Benedict Center. For
example, he stressed the importance of simply distributing the Centerʼs literature, particularly From the
The Third Orderʼs banner,
HouseTops, whenever opportunities are presented.
made by Dory Sears (a
If you have a desire to consecrate yourself to Mary, and meet the criteria, please consider joining the
Third Order Member)
Third Order, MICM and reap the benefits of membership.  The advantage of joining an organized cause is
bears the coat of arms for
best described in this passage taken from the book, Married Saints:
“If a layman should act independently and take up any work he thought needed to be done, he might the Order.
enter upon a task for which he was not fitted or which he could not finish or he might interfere with a
work already being done by others. It is better to act under orders from above. A private soldier is more useful in time of war, when
he fulfils the orders of his commanding officers than when he makes individual attacks on his own initiative. The Church militant is
always at war.”
Indeed, the Church militant is always at war, and the battles are becoming fiercer all the time. Why wait? Now is a good time to
enlist in the crusade of Saint Benedict Center as a Third Order Member. For more information, write or call:
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When You Wish Upon A
Star…

Donʼt you wish sometimes that you could
just wake up and find out that the last three years
have been one big bad dream? Ever since the Twin
Tower tragedy weʼve been besieged with threats of
terror and bad news. Red alerts, blue alerts, amber
alerts, scandals, murders, bombings, you name it…
itʼs not a nice world
for kids to grow up
in! Childhood memories should not be
shrouded with fright,
distrust and worry.
Break
through the darkness
that threatens to
destroy the blossom
of youth…look up…to the Morning Star!
This title is given to Our Lady and borrowed for our Summer Camp program dedicated to her.  No matter how much the darkness around us grows we can pierce it with the
light of faith instilled in the youth during this week retreat from the world.
It is only by our faith that we can truly withstand the forces around us and survive
this crisis, making it is still possible to have a childhood filled with happy memories, good
friends, rich meaning and hope for a bright future. And what makes that possible is our
Catholic Faith. Discover it at Morning Star Camp…. a week experience
centered on Jesus through Mary.

A Home for Morning Star

Twenty-two years ago, we started Morning Star Girls camp in
the convent back yard, with a small group of girls, a borrowed pony, and a
few old army tents. Since then, weʼve
grown alot, so for the last 10 years
weʼve been renting lake-front sites.
But finally, on April 28 we purchased
58 acres with 450 feet of water front
in Washington, New Hampshire, which will be the new and permanent home for Morning
Star Camp. But right now the clearing is just beginning, so we need your help to get
Morning Star grounds cleared and built as soon as possible! If you would be interested in
having a cabin, etc. built in memory of your family…contact Sr. Christopher Margaret.
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Camping in Washington..............New Hampshire
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After four years of searching and six months of negotiation, we have finally purchased property for camp! Situated on a
400-plus acre pond in the little town of Washington, the 58 acres of land is undeveloped,
wooded rolling hills with a stream running through. The property is bordered on the north
and west by water giving us more than 450 feet
of water frontage. This quaint New England town
has a population of 857 people and was founded in 1768 and named after our first president
in 1776. Of the 26 ponds in the town, Ashuelot
Pond, where the property is located, is the largest
with a maximum depth of 27 feet. The drive from
the Center to the new campsite is two
hours; it is also 100 miles south of the
White Mountains and Mount WashingAbove: On the feast of Saint Louis Marie de
ton.
Montfort (Patron of the Order) Sr. Katherine
Of course, it will take some time
Maria, Prioress, and Sr. Christopher
and work to turn the property into a
Margaret, Sub-Prioress, signed the final
camp, but we look forward with great
papers for the purchase of our new camp
enthusiasm to begin the project. Alproperty in Washington, NH.
ready we have had Mr. Robert Kendra,
a retired civil engineer, has volunteered
Above: After the signing the
hours of labor surveying for the road and building site. We hope with the help of donations
Sisters set up the first thing on
to purchase some prefab cabins, eliminating labor and time constraints. Another donor has
the new property… a shrine to
already pledged one cabin
the Blessed Mother.
cost. If you are interested
helping with the
project, please contact Sister Christopher Margaret.

On Ascension Thursday, some of the sisters spent the day
exploring the shoreline and 58 acres of the new property.

Above: Sr. Brigid Mary stands
atop the tremendous rock that
juts out from the shoreline, as
the other novices wade through
the water.
Right: The 450 feet of waterfront
that we now own, boasts of
crystal clear water and a
naturally sandy bottom. The
spot has long been referred to by
neighbors as “Crystal Cove.”

Saint Benedict Center • P.O. Box 1000 • Still River, MA. • 01467
(978)-456-8877 or 456-3522 • FAX: 978-456-9052

in

5

From The Center

Gate of Heaven Chapel

The construction of the convent chapel is moving at a steady pace. It is now roofed
and the sprinkler system is in. The bell tower
is complete, the spiral staircase is in and
the choir loft up. Now begins the long and
tedious finish work of the interior.
We are still looking for stained glass
windows and old church furnishings. We do
have the altar, altar railing and pews, but if
you have anything you have rescued from
“renovated” churches and would like to
donate it to the sistersʼ private chapel, please
call and ask for Sr. Katherine Maria.

Above: Br. Peter Mary stands beside the
dome that will top the bell tower (in the
background). Once this is set in place it will
be topped with a 9-foot iron cross.

Right: One can already see that the
design of the chapel is a true work of art,
thanks to the architect John Howard, who
passed away in November.

A Wing and A Prayer

On March 25, after many prayers, we finally completed the new wing of St.
Elizabethʼs convent. Through the generosity of volunteer workers and donations of
materials, the four years
of construction are at an
end. This first phase of the
project is finished with only
minor details still pending,
such as the mantelpiece and
hall bookcase.
Now we are
concentrating on phase II,
which is the completion
of the attached chapel and
renovation of the old wing

with a sprinkler system. We thank
everyone for their support and prayers over these
past years, which has made this possible.

Ad Multos Annos

On May 31, Sister Mary
Germaine celebrated her 25th anniversary of profession. Sister entered
religious life as a Slave of the Immaculate Heart of Mary on Novemer 21, 1976, and after 6 month
postulancy and two year novitiate,
pronounced her vows at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Chapel, under the
superiorship of the late Brother Hugh
Mac Isaac. Over these past years
Sister has spent many hours evangelizing with our publication, teaching
and writing articles. May God bless
her with many years ahead as she
labors in His vineyard.

Left: The beautiful
crucifix made by a dear
friend of SBC, Mr. Joe
Luca, hangs above the
main staircase in the
new convent.
Center:The far end of
the upstairs hallway in
the new convent. Each
room has a title of the
Our Lady wood-burnt
into the doorway.

Sr. Mary Germaine cut into her
anniversary cake on May 31, 2004.

6

Sister Marion Joseph
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Sister Marion Joseph died on Good Friday, April 9, 2004, after a
protracted illness. Sister was one of the original members of the Slaves of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, founded by Father Leonard Feeney and Sr. Catherine Clark in 1949.
Affectionately referred to by Father as “Our Ladyʼs little Bridesmaid”, tiny
little Sister Marion Joseph weighed no more than 80 pounds. Despite her small
stature (4ʼ 10”), she was a power house of energy.
For 36 years she was Assistant Superior to Mother Teresa, caring for all the
needs and managing Saint Annʼs House, the Motherhouse, efficiently. Never
complaining, even in her final illness, Sister was an example of total sacrifice
and loving fidelity as a Slave of Our Lady. Her complete selflessness, wisdom,
and wonderful sense of humor are greatly missed by all who knew her. May
eternal light shine upon her and may she rest in peace.

Mother Teresa

Mother Teresa, successor to the foundress, Sister Catherine Clark, was called home to God on May 27, 2004. She had battled cancer for over twenty years.
Mother grew up on a farm in upstate New York and received her BS from Cornell. While in the Waves (Navy), Mother Teresa was converted to the Catholic Faith by Father Feeney and was an original member of the Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. From 1949 to 1968 Mother
Teresa assisted Sister Catherine as Prioress of the Sisters. After Sister Catherineʼs
death Mother was elected Superior of the Sisters and held that post for 36 years.
Her courageous leadership of St. Annʼs Community brought the Order through
many trials to its 55th anniversary this year.
During the Communityʼs years in Cambridge Mother was greatly
involved with publishing and bookselling. Besides these apostolates, when the
Community moved to Still River she taught the Sisters to provide for their own
needs through a very successful farm. At one time the Sisters grew almost all the
produce they needed, plus raising pigs, chickens, and sheep. The Sisters sold surplus produce and eggs to their neighbors at their farm stand.
Even last fall Mother was still tilling the fields on her tractor and picking grapes, peaches, and tomatoes!
Motherʼs last days were spent preparing for death. She requested
a simple pine box for her burial, and Taps to be played at the grave. Some days
before she died, Mother renewed her vows as a Slave of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary–faithful to Our Lord and Our Lady and the doctrinal crusade of Saint Benedict Center. Mother was incredibly alert until almost the very end. After she was
anointed, the Prayers for the Dying said, and the Apostolic Blessing given, Mother died peacefully with all her Sisters around her.
Eternal rest grant unto her and may she and all the faithfully departed rest in peace.

Visit
Our Online Religious Shop!
Saint Benedict Center Religious Gift Shop is no longer just a little store

tucked away in Still River, Massachusetts; now it is all
over the world!
Yes, we now have our Gift Shop online, so you
can shop from your own home! The beautiful Madonna
Tapestry Collection, unique framed prints of Saint Joan of
Arc, a variety of rosaries and medals, From the Housetops
magazine, and books published and printed by SBC…are
all just a few clicks away. So spread the word, and visit our
website and online store at:

www.saintbenedict.com

